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The Chinese Boycott.

The report that President ROOSEVELT
has directed Minister ROCKHTILL to call
the attention of the Chinese Govern-
ment to Article 15 of the Tientsin Treaty
of 1888, and to inform China that the
United States will insist on the full ob-
servance of the provisions of that article,
is entirely credible.

That part of Article 16 which concerns
the unrestricted importation into China
by American citizens residing in the
open pprts of all merchandise not pro-
hibited by Chinese law is as follows:

* At each of the ports open to commeroe, oitizens
of the United States shall be permitted to Import
from abroad and sell, purchase and export all
merochandise of which the importation and exporta«
ton Is not prohibited by the latwa of the Empire.”

The provision is yet in force. Nothing

40 the later conventions with China
annuls, modifies or supersedes it.
' But the exact significance of an as-
sertion through our State Department
of our rights under Article 15 of the
Treaty of 1858 seems to be misunder-
stood in some quarters. The Evening
Post of this city, for example, in com-
mepting last night upon the reported
instructions to Mr. ROCKHILL, remarked:
= Appeal to our treaty rights as against the
Chinese boycott has been made by the Adminis-
tration, but it can come to nothing. Guarantees
fn our treaty with China that our merchants shall
De permitted to ‘sell’ in each of the porta open to
©commeroe cannot carry with them any oorrelative
obligation on the part of the Chinese to buy.”

This is a muddled interpretation of
the purpose of the Administration. Itis
imputing folly to those charged with the
protection of our treaty rights to repre-
sent them as capable of supposing that
the right of Americans in China to import
and sell non-prohibited goods puts upon
the Chinese Government the responsi-
bility of providing a market and finding
purchagers for the imported wares.

The treaty right to import and sell,
however, does impose upon the Chinese
Government full responsibility for the
continued free access of American goods
to the Chinese market, whether oon-
ditions for sale in that market are good
orbad. Itistheplain duty of the Chinese
authorities, in case of any interference
with the landing of American goods, as &
violent incident of the boyoott, or by
any other process, publio or private,
to secure to the American merchants
their full enjoyment of the rights de-
fined ip Article 15, either as to the landing
of goods or the sale of them, if pur-
chasers are found willing to buy.

There can be no doubt of this. The
instruotions to Minister ROCKHILL appear
to have been prompted by reports from
China of such intended interference
with the landing of American goods at
the open ports. The notification to the
Chinese Government is specifio, proper

reasonable, and will no doubt be
heeded. Itis a very different thing from
demanding that Chinese merchants in
China shall be forced to buy what they
do not chaose to buy. We hope our
ocontemporary will note the
important distinction.

" 7T Tarift and the Cost of Building,

At the recent annual meeting of the
building and loan associations it was
decided to petition Corgress to repeal
the tariff on building material. It was
declared that such material is now 50 per
oent. higher in price than it was eight
years ago, when the Dingley bill was
passed. Therefore the increase in price
is due to the increased tariff rate. But
the association was generous in charging
only half of the increase to the tariff,
It does not, however, merely ask that
the status quo ante be restored. It does
not ask modification, but repeal. Pre-
sumably this is done in a belief that it
would result in reducing present cost by
40 or 50 per cent.

'We are disposed to think these people
on the wrong trail in their pursuit of
the cause of increased cost of building
material. While tin, :Old, copper, lime,
paint and various other substances enter
into building operations and affect the
oost of finished structures, the greater
part of house comstruction, in both
help and cost, appears in the items of
wood, iron (or steel) and brick (or
stone), No one of these items in its
original state has value. Their value as
building material comes from their treat-
ment by human labor. ‘The argument
of these suppliants for tariff reduction
presupposes' a fixed value, which ‘is
subject to tariff influences, on gawed
and dressed lumber, brick and hewn
- “stone, structural iron, piping, nails and
all the various articles used in build-
ing. It presupposes a certain value in
the yard or in the mill, which is the same
to-day as it was in 1898, and assumes that
the increase in selling price is represented
by the advantage accruing to dealers
through the operation of the tariff, Thig
is not quite in accordance with the
facts,

The trouble appears in a faulty diag-
nosls. A wider and deeper investiga-
tion would show that all except a small
fraction of the increase in the cost of
building has gone, in the form of in-
creased wages, into the pockets of acores
of thousands of wage earning home
builders. The carpenter and the brick-
layer have had their share. 8o have
the logger in the woods, the river driver,
the men in the lumber mill, the brickyard _J

and the stono quarry, The cost of
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bullding material is not represented
either by the intrinsio value of the raw
material or by the profita of tariff pro-
tected dealers. The tariff which theso
people hold responsiblo for the increased
cost of buflding is doubtless the prime
causo of the establishment of wage rates
in this country which make it possible
for them to build at all.

Coincident high wages and low prices
are impossible. Wage rates and not
dealers’ profits regulate prices, If the
house is to be cheaply built, the table
cheaply supplied and the back cheaply
clothed there must be a shrinkage in
wago rates all along the line. The
butcher, the baker and the candlestick
maker /all want to build as cheaply as
possible. But the reduction {n the cost
of thelr homes will come out of the
pockets of logger and carpenter, brick-
molder and bricklayer, quarryman
and stonecutter. If the wages of these
are cut to enable the other group to
build more cheaply, the others in their
turn will suffer from curtailed trade
following the wage reduction.

Compared with many previoys periods
building is to-day very expensive. But
the fact that the people of this country
spend about $2,000,000,000 a year for
new buildings is a fair argument that
they have the money with which to
build. 'The cash receipts of the building
and loan associations of the country
are reported for last year as exceeding
$400,000,000. A considerable part of this
is represented by the earnings of men
whose income, directly or indirectly,
depends to a large extent upon industries
which would be affected by a reduction
in the cost of iron, wood and stone. If
these can find some way by which they
can eat their cake and have it at the
same time a waiting world will rejoice
to learn the details of the process.

Mr. Goldwin Smith and the Church,

A very earnest correspondent asks
to-day, *Why is not Mr. GOLDWIN SMITH
a churchman?” He answers his own
question by saying that that distinguished
gentleman has every qualification of
character and in the conduct of his life
for admission to the church, and that
prominent Episcopal clergymen whom
he names and many others would not
'“say no to his application for church
membership.”

That is undoubtedly true; but Mr.
GoLDWIN SMITH, it may be assumed,
is already a nominal member of the
Church of England, or, at least, was
baptized and confirmed in that Church.
He is a Fellow of Oxford, where, as a
student, he won extraordinary honors
in scholarship. From 1858 to 1866 he
was Regius Professor of Modern History
there, and before had served on two
commissions on the state of the uni-
versity. The religious tone of Oxford
is’ pronounced, and, more especially at
that time, it has been passionate, and
it is distinctively Anglican.

The Oxford or Tractarian movement
for the revival of early doctrines and
practises of the Anglican Church, the
movement which gave impetus to Rit~
ualism, as it {s now described, was in
full sweep in the youth of Mr. GOLDWIN
SM1TH, and he was associated with its
leaders, though he seems himself to have
taken no direct part in it. A man of a
character so profoundly religious as his,
however, could not have lived in the
midst of that heated religious discussion
without being affected by it. Two years
before Mr. GOLDWIN SMITH was elected
a Fellow of University College JOHN
HENBY NEWMAN, who had been a leader
{n the Oxford movement, went over to the
Church of Rome, in which he became a
Cardinal in 1879,

It will be seen, therefors, that Mr.
GoLDWIN SMITH needs no instruction
concerning the tone, the doctrine or the
practise of the Anglican Church~no
more than he needed to be informed
as to the character of the dogma of the
Immaculate Conception, proclaimed in
1854, as some of our Roman Catholio
' correspondents assumed not long ago.
He is a student of modern history and a
distinguished authority on it, and no re-
ligious movement of importance could
take place in his time without his un-
derstanding it thoroughly and regarding
it with deep philosophio interest.

Our correspondent who so kindly and
liberally invites Mr. GOLDWIN SMITH to
membership in the Episcopal Church
really begs the question which that gen-
tleman has raised in his letters to THR
SUN on religious matters, “Churchman *
says that practically his “unbelief
would not keep him out of the Church”
because “most churches” have “safely
outlived the period of medievalism” and
*have advanced much further in reason-
ableness than those who stand outside
are aware,” The question which seems
to trouble Mr. GoLpwIN SMITH, how-
ever, is whether loyalty to the truth is
compatible with the formal profession
of a faith in dogmas which conflict with
truth as he sees it. Probably, as our
correspondent asserts, many of the
clergy would readily admit him to
church fellowship with them; but oould
they do it consistently when he rejects
the faith of their church?

That is, the church does not exclude
Mr. GoLpwIN SianTH, but his own con-
science, his devotion to the truth as it
appears to him, performs that functfon.

Undoubtedly there are many of the
clergy who are in substantial agree-
ment with him in refusing belief in the
miracles on which Christianity is founded.
Like him they believe that, instead of
there having been a Fall of Man, man-
kind has risen from savagery to civili-
zation, and that oonsequently, as Mr.
GOLDWIN SMITH said in THE SUN last
Sunday, “there could have been no
room for the Incarnation and the Atone-
ment.” The clergy, however, as he
said further, *unfortunately for us all,
creed to which they subscribed makes
belief in those dogmas the very pivot
of their eligibility to be Christian
teachers. Either they must accept them
without reservations or they are in a
false position,

That, a3 we understand {t, {s substan-
tially the argument of Mr. GOLDWIN
SyMiTH, His self-respect comp:ly him
to sail under his true colors, and he re-
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ordination vows from doing the same;
though he makes no accusations of
culpable inconsistency against them,
knowing that they are in a diffioult posi-
tion, Like our correspondent of to-day,
they recognize that the church is a
necessary organization of the goodness
of soclety in opposition to “the forces
of evil in the world,” and, with him,
they hold dogmatio theology to be of
slight acoount as compared with the
spirit of Christianity; and, therefore,
look on Mr, GoLowiN BMITH as “just
as much a Christian as many of the
ministers who are worrylng about his
attitude toward Christianity.” They hold
that a man {s sufficiently a Christian
if he gives reverence and admiration to
the moral precepts and ideal of JEsUus
and governs his conduct in accordance
with them, even if he is unable to bow
down in faith to the system of dogmatio
theology erected over them,

Issae Hayne $mith and the Greas
American People.

It is anybody’s privilege and every-
body’'s right to address “the great Ameri-
can people,” which is used to hearing,
rejecting and forgetting addresses.

Therefore the Hon. IsAAc HAYNB®
SMITH, now or formerly a member of the
North Carolina Legislature, {8 within his
Constitutional rights, does his pleasure
and his duty, as he sees it, in sending &
letter to “the great American people.”
Doubtless Mr. SMITH has thoughts of
great value, worthy cogitations. To sup-
press them might be bad for his health
and defriud the world of precious gifts
which it needs in its business.

Speaking of gifts, this is one of the
brainbeats which the Hon. I8AAC HAYNE
SMITH sends to vibrate through the
universe:

“ When GOD eaused by divine Providence JORN
R. ROCKEFELLER to be born Into this world of mis-
ery and sin, it was then He blessed yw.md 1.”

This is an appreciative spirit. Here
are soft words that should be balm for
the much buffeted philanthropist. It
is clear that Mr. SMITH is a deserving
institution. He should be endowed
adequately. He should sit at his ease
in the chair of grammar and rhetoric.
Both as a thinker and a stylist he stirs
interest and invites applause. °

It is a keen regret to have to differ
with such a man, but we cannot sub-
scribe to this assertion of his:

" When 8% eve we fetire as Americans [n eweet
repose.”

The best of friends must part. At this
point there must be separation between
him and we, so to speak. Americans
don't “retire.” They go to bed. In
this part of the country they don’t go to
bed at eve. They sit up later; some-
times beyond the critical hour techni-
cally called “the shank of the evening.”

Finally, in these nights and mornings
of intolerable breathless mugginess,
“gsweet repose” is bitterer than gall. The
Hon. Isaa0 HAYNB SMITR has leave to
amend.

“Race Suicide’” or Race Deteriora-
tion,

The question of “race suicide” raised
by Mr. ROOSEVELT has received little
serious scientific attention, for that
attention is occupied rather with the
problem of race deterioration.

The report of investigations made
by a physician in the service of our
Health Department into the physical
condition of children of the public
schools, summarized by us on Wednes-
day, is of portentous significance. Out
of about 14,000 children examined by
Dr. HERMAN B1aGs more than 6,000
were defective in health; in other wordd,
they were physically below the standard
of the normal bodily condition requisite
for the duties of life and for the propa-
gation of the strength of the race. Dr.
B1GgGs reports 6,294, or nearly a half of
these children, as “requiring medical
attention.”

Similar medical investigations have
been made in England, and the result is
that in Parliament and among the people
there is now much anxious discussion
of the race deterioration suggested by
them. Two years ago Sir JOEN GORST
deecribed as “shocking,” as ®perfectly
appalling,” the result of a test examina-
tion of the Edinburgh school children.
It disclosed the fact that “70 odd per
cent. of them were actually diseased.”
In the same year tha medical officer of
the London School Board reported simi-
lar results of his examinatiqns. “ There
are so many feeble minded children
that special classes have been opened
for them in sixty-one centers.” These
did not include imbeciles distinctively
and lunatics, of whom 126 out of 455
examined were found to be in need of
restraint. The number of persons in
England and Wales classed as insane
was 110,000 in that year; but “the large
olass on the borderland® of insanity
and “unable to carry out the imperative
duties of life when left to their own
resources” could only be estimated, and
the “modest estimate” of a distinguished
medical authority was 100,000,

The results of the medical examina-
tions of young men who volunteered
for the Boer war, however, had the
most influence in starting the present
discussion regarding the deterioration
of the English race. For example, Mr,
ARNOLD WHITE reports that at Man-
chester 8,000 out of 11,000 were found
to be “physically unfit to carry a rifie
or to undergo the fatigue of discipline;
and even of the 8,000 accepted only
1,200 had the muscular power and chest
measurement required by the military
authorities.”

Of course, unfavorable conditions of
life, crowding, insufficient nutrition and
employmsnts which provented proper
physical development are largely re-
sponsible for such results. But, also,
medical and surgical and sanitary science
{s now saving vast numbers of weak
and defective lives which formerly were
weeded out of the community.

The percentage of deaths of children
under 5 years of age has been reduced
greatly. Buds which would onoce have
fallen off the tree in decay are saved;
but the persistence and propagation of
these defectivea burden society.

What shall be the remedy? Left to
itself, nature, under the Darwiniau law,
settles the matter by allowing only the

L

fittest to survive. The pagan Greeks
applied that law artificially to human
beings. For generations, as a writer
in the Westminster Review reminds us,
they “suppressed the congenital idiot,
the deformed, and, in fact, those who in
infancy gave no promise of being able
to take an adequate part in life,” “and
oonsequently formed a splendid, in-
tellectual, handsome, olever race, to
whom modern divilization and oculture
owe so much.” Christianity and all
olvilised moderm sentiment of course
forbid the revival of any puch method of
perfecting the human race. The great
effort of modern science and modern
humanity is to save the weak and de-
fective,

The remedy proposed by the West-
minster writer is for the State to “assume
the duties of parentage” when these are
neglacted or cannot be rightfully per-
formed, for the benefit of the whole
commynity. So radicsl a plan may be
oongruous with the spirit of that radical
magagine, but it would involve & tyran-
nioal soclalistio organization of the Btate
which would be far worse than the evil it
was devised to remedy.

Incidentally, however, hes presents
some facts worthy of oconsideration,
Instead of the form of “race suicide®

about which Mr. RoosEvELT is so fond '

of talking, he fears rather the form
which oconaistas in the propagation of the
undesirable elements of the commu-
nity. Ashesays,improvident marriages
are most frequent among the people
least qu:Mlfled to rear their progeny in a
way to make them valuable members
of society. Then the doctor and the
eanitarian step in to save these weak
lves, with the results indicated in the
medical examinations to which we have
referred.

In England this subject of “race de-
terioration,” as we have said, is now a
foremost subject of anxious discuseion,
and as this ocountry increases in popula-
tion, more particularly in such crowded
communities as New York, it must even-
tually receive like consideration,

Under the Palmetto Tree.

They are investigating the Hon. BEN=-
JAMIN RYAN TILLMAN'S most {llustrious
{dea and institution, the South Carolina
liquor dispensary. It appears from the
testimony, much of which, however,
would not be competent in a court, that
jobs in the dispensary at Spartanburg
have gone to the highest bidder; that
money has been paid to a newspaper and
that employees have accepted presents
from whisky manufacturers.

In some of the testimony there is a
certain cynical geniality, if the phrase
may be allowed. One witness repeated
the conversation of a whisky house
salesman, also a member of the county
board of control, who said that in Charles-
ton he “sold more to blind tigers than
dispensers; had sold to twelve blind
tiger people and had the privilege of
cursing out one dispenser”® as follows:

“He sald he went to some dispenser there in
Charleston, & big, fleshy fellow, and asked him to
buy some whisky from the house he was repre-
seating, and the dlapenser asked him what there
was in 18 for him, and he told him not a oent; he
wasn't one of them kind that had %0 pay a dis-
penser anything to buy his whisky. He seld he
had & friend on the State board who would put
them out of business If they did not buy Iit, and
sald the next morning—that night thas fellow
come to his room at the hotel and waked him up—
he come %o his room probably before he wens to
bed—and gave him the biggest order he had ever
received from any dispenser.”

This anecdote teaches us the value of
friendship. Another is a bit of Palmetto
interior genre. A dispensary clerk ad-
mitted that his boss received ocompli-
mentary cases of whisky, but insisted
that he drank most of it and gave some
of it away. The investigators were
trying to prove that he put the surplus
on the shelves and sold it. Yet they
let the clerk paint this picture of com-
fort and repose in the shade of the Pal-
metto tree: .

*Q. Does Mr, === drink very much?

*A. Well, he likes & toddy every day.

“ Q. Don't he like it several iimes & day?

" A. Well, I guess he does, y

*Q. Is it not a fact that he very frequeatly
usder the influence of whisky in his dispensary?

® A. No, air, I never did see him,

" Q. Hasn't he got & big chalr back there that
he gets in and sleepe it off?

® A. He has got a chalr, but I never 414 soe Mim
under the influence of whisky.

* Q. You have seen him up there aslesp, haven's
you?

®A. Yes, sir”

It was the dispenser's duty to satisfy
himself every day that the goods had
not been tampered with or adulterated.
If he patronized home industries he
showed thereby his oonfidence in their
soundness and his generous concern
for the publio. The whisky put him to
sleep. It did not urge him to violence.
It made for peace. He is rather “vin-

dicated” than *impugned.”

If the Hon, BourkE CoCKRAN has been
snatched like @ brand from the smoldering
fires of Anti-Imperialism by the expert
hand of Mr. Tarr, why is there not hope
for Benator PATTERSON of Colorado?

PATTEREON, too, is & member of the per-
sonally conducted expedition to Manils,
according to the official list of that dis-
tinguished party.

Scattered are the clouds that lowered
upon the Hon. STEPHEN BENroN ELxINS.
His term as a Benator in Congress from
West Virginia ends March 8, 1007. Terrible
tales of Republican revolt against him were
published. The Hon. REEsE BLizzamp, a
name unmusical to the Volscians' ears, was
toblowagainsthim. The Hon. C. F. Terxn,
who was not nominatod for Governor by
the Republicans last fall, and other powers
were banded together to defeat Mr. ErL-
x1s and give his heritage to Mr. BLizzARD,
Now peace smiles among the mountains.
BLIZZARD is milder than a zephyr. TETER
and the other powers have demobilised.
Certain all important questions of Federal
patronage have been settled in & manner
satisfactory to the revolutionists. Every-
thing is lovely in Weat Virginia.

The Hon. EDWARD WARD CARMACK pro-
poses to the Hon. BoB TAYLOB “a foint dis-
cussion in not less than sixty counties.”
The subject will be, in effect, “Is CanMacx
or Bos TAYLOR the better man to be a Sena-
tor from Tennessee?® We advise Mr,
CARMACK to keep away from joint dis-
cussion. With his fiddle, his stories and
his welkin tearing eloquence Bom TayrLor
overcrows all discussion, and Mr. Cax-

MACK {8 rather a percussionist than & de-
bater.

We sinoerely hope that the report that
the oruiser Galveston has been detailed to
convey Prof. HOLLANDER on his mission
{s an error. It were better to think that
his return to his work in Santo Domingo
merely coincides with her routine despatch
to West Indian waters, and that for an
economy of his time he goes aboard her aa
& passenger to ports of infrequent steamer
communication. There is ah element of
the repulsivein theidea that a special com-
miseioner of the United States, armed with
police powers and traveling on & warship,
is to invade the ports of & country with
which we are at peace.

———

JOHN ALDEN'S OLAN.

A Pretest Against s Fellow Pligrim’s
Alliterative Burst,

To Tas EDITON OF TaS SuN—Sir: 1f John Alden
had not epoken for himself some ¢ight generations
ago 1 phould not be writing this letter of mild pro-
test. 1 know, of course, that we descendants of
John Alden are some pumpkins, but 1 did not knpw
that we beld & famlly caucus every year, primarily
to glorify ourselves, but incidentally to forebode
evil 0 olir country and lambaste our nelghbors.

1t seems that during our recent reunion in Boston
(which 1 did not attend owing to the unexpected
clroumstanoce of not being invited, as John Phoenix
would say) Judge George D. Alden of New York,
with alliteration’s artful ald, declared that the
glitter and glamour begotten by gold, grafs and
greod were sowing the seeds of rottenness in our
soclal Aber. “The erying need of the hour,"says George
D., “is the return to the Pligrim consclence.”

Not on your lifel The Pligrim conscience was
dour and sour and metaphysical and uncomfortable.
There is more real consctence, mors love and toler-
ance snd charity, In the world to-day than ever
before. There has never been & time in history
when & dollar could be so easily earned and buy so
much. The glitter and glamour of which George
D. complains are as & farthing candle compared
with the sun daszle of olden times, Even so, our
glitter and glamour are monopolized by women
and snobs, whose monkey dinners and monkey
shines are more absurd than dangerous. There are
few rich snobs. Your genulnely rich man does
not go In for glitter and glamour. Both he and his
money are at work.

Would George D). set limita to man's acquisitive-
ness, whether of money, fame or knowledge?
Money \s power, bus so Is knowledge. 1 am no
more afrald of a rich man than I am of a wise man,
and 1 do not eavy him half so much. [ adnlt that
when the laws are devised to perpetuate wealth
in families, by primogeniture and entall, riches
may be a menace to the State, not 0 much on 8o-
oount of the individual who Inherits the wealth
a8 on account of the laws which prevent him from
djsposing of It according to his will. Our Govern-
ment can never be endangered by the trusts, where-
as the trusts are In perpetual danger from the
Government.

But talk about betrayals of trust!. Was there
ever a more flagrant violation of trust than John
Alden's betrayal of Mlles Standish? His friend
had placed his heart in the keeping of John Alden
to offer to a woman, and on the faintest, daintiest
{ntimation he substitutes his own! I have long
since forgiven my ancestor the crime which made
him such, but | am not bragging sbout his chlef
claim to distinctlon.

Cousin George should remember that no prophet
of evil was ever charterod by the Almighty, and
that from Ezckiel down the croakers have been
dumfounded. All goodness did not dle with the
Pligrims, but a lot of evil did.

8o George D,
Alden, he
Should not be so proud of his pedigree.

Nuw YORX, Aug. 13, H.D.E
AT THE ZIONIST CONGRESS.

Lively Time When the Uganda Projeot
Was Rejected.

Jvom a Letter from Basel to the American Hebrew.

In the early afternoon we met. Dr. Nordau
announced that the galleries had been closed
owing to the demonstrations by occupants the
night before. The galleries had becn assigned to
visitors and non-delegates, delegates only being
admitted on the floor of the ball. Thedoctor then
stated that the actions committee had that morn-
ing resolved to be loyal to the Basel platform, long
ago formally adopted, to work for “a legally as-
sured home in Palestine and neighboring district.”
He thereupon Introduced a resolutlon thanking
the British Government for its generous offer, but
regretting that the offer could not be accepted.
1t was put to the meeting and carried amld cheers
and waving of handkerchiefs, It wss announced
ecarried, Whereupon Mr. Zangwill, his face pale
with excitement, mounted the tribune and spoke
against the resolution. He was told the resolu-
tlons were carried without contradiction, He be-
trayed regrettable anger, with little respect for the
president’s office, age or condition of health, and
declared he would brand him as A traitor, I am
atrald Mr. Zangwill has lost most of the few friends
he had.

Strange to say, while those who voted for the
resolution gave way to scenes whereln pent-up
excitement found expression even In embraces,
thoge who were defeated, outside of Mr. Zangwill,
took it more calmly than was expected. For the
violent had been excluded from the hall. Good
humor returned, and In the later afternoon ses-
slon, when Mr, Greenberg, the real father of the
Uganda project, manfully accepted the adverse
wote and declared he stlll remalned loyal to Zlon-
ism, he recelved the ovation he deserved.

1 stopped this letter in order to follow his speech
more closely. The echoes of the cheering have hardly
died away as I lay down the pencil,

H. PEREIRA MENDES,

Traction Snapning Turtles,

To THR EnTTOR OF THB SUN—Sir: The article
in t0-day’'s SUN giving the experience of Miss Cary,
who was insulted by & Broadway surface car cons
ductor, relates but one of many cascs that occur
dally \n New York. “A dollar a word" would ap-
pear to be dirt cheap for such language as “Who
the hell are youl” addressad to any passenger, and
the Judge who fined this contemptible blather-
skite, It seems to me, falled to send home & telling
blow when he bad the opportunity.

1 would suggest that you assign an ordinary
jooking woman reporter to the task of getting
polite information from the conductor of almost
any surface line In New York city. She will find,
if she meete with the usual result, a disposition
to get her fare with a rush and a scowl, and wo
be unto her ft she should be bold enough to ask
for the slightest information, New York traction
employees are undoubtedly the viciims of too long
hours and too little rernuneration, bus it does not
galn them sympathy or help to vent thelr spleen
on passengers, especlally women, who have the
right t0 ask reasonable questionsand obtaln re-
spectful replies.

It would be well to agitate this question and
force courteous attention if it cannot be obtalned
otherwise, before some Indignant victim mauls the
1ife out of one of these human anapping turtles and
gots jalled for it. F. M,

NEw YORK, Aug, 11

Wy !.ﬂlud Construction Lags in Texas.
From the Railway Review and Engineering.

I¢ has been a source of wonder to some people
why rallroad developmeat In Texas does not pro-
ceed with greater rapidity. Itls conceded that the
conditlons favoring such development exist no-
where in the cquntry to such an extent as In that
State, but If those to whom this supposed lack of
raliroad enterprise seems unwise will follow the
records of the Texas Legislature and the Texas
Rallroad Commission they will not long be lefs
inlg aatother 8 therefor.

Fow of the roads in Texas are able to go through
the year without & deficlt, and yet the rallroad
commission has this year ordered a flat reduction
of five oents per hundred pounds on nearly all
the cotton moved in the State; and this commodity
oonstitutes the chlef source of revenue to the rall-
roads.

This i8 only & sample of the hindrances which
face the rallroads in that State, and it 1s no wonder
that with such & disposition manjfest on the part
of the commission to prevent raliroads from eaming
reasonable ues Do extensive oomstruotion®is
belng contemplated.

A Good Mixer.
Jehnny—Pa, what 1s a good mizer?
Pa—A man who can mingle the mint of the mon-
oyed olasses, the loe of the Indifferent and the
whisky of the majority into one grand julep.

Falr Play.
Rev, Thirdly—Do you object to the Presid
preaching? il
Rev, Fourthly—No, but I think he ought to let us
try being President.

Suspicious.
Pﬂ:nd—-bon't you want your name on History's
e
Min
priny,

re—What will It cost and what will she
t me If I don't?

FENCES AROUND THE MASAL

Twenty-four years ago a missionary in
East Africa wrote that a half century might
elapse | efore the country between Mount
Kilimanjaro and Viotoria Nyanza was ex-
plored. The Masal nomads, herders and
warriors, permitted no intrusion on their
wide plains. Native traders dared not
oross the Masal country, and no explorer
would be reckless enough to enter it.

No news of the past year has been more
significant of the stupendous changes oc-
curring in Africa than the cablegram the
other day announcing that all the Masai,
the most famous of tropical African peo-
ples, will soon be living on reservations like
the Indlan wards of our country. The
chiefs and their people have given their
consent. They have signed a treaty with
the British in which are defined the bounda-
ries of two large reservations, one in the
northern and the other {n the southern part
of Masailand. They have agreed to re-
move to these reserves with their cattle,
to be governed by two British adminis-.
trators who, with their constabulary, are
to preserve order and keep out intruders.
The British Government has agreed to
maintain schools, give instruction in agri-
culture and supply farming implements.

This is the first time that the reservation
system has been introduced in tropical
Africa. Something likeit has been estab-
lishAl in Basutoland, South Africa, where:
most of the natives are nominally Chris«
tians and only a few white men, chiefly
missionaries and teachers, are permitted
to reside. By confining the Masai to reser-
vations a vast area of grassy plains, where
millions of cattle may thrive, and some
small districts of agricultural highland,
fit for European settlement, will be opened
to British enterprise.

No one would have dreamed twenty
years ago that this was to be the future
of the proud and formidable Masgl. They
are not negroes, and for centuries they have
kept their race practically pure. They are
of Bemitic origin, and ages ago they prob-
ably fought their way from Arabia or some
neighboring part of Asia through the
African tribes to their present habitat.
They are stalwart and handsome physi-
cally, with long and narrow faces, superb
carriageé and haughty bearing, the result,
perhaps, of their invariable success in war
with the tribes bordering their land. Lead-
ing the life of herdemen ard warriors,
they have excelled in both pursuits. They
have looked upon freedom as the greatest
blessing and have never owned a slave.

Two Masal were recently in the employ
of the German zoologist Schillings,and when
they went with him to the coast to re-
ceive their pay in rupees for fifteen months
service, they used the money to buy the
freedom of a middle-aged woman lving
near Mombasa, a member of their own
clan of the Masai. “No Masal,” they sald,
*ghould ever be a slave.”

One of the most brilliant achievements
of African explorers was the crossing of
Masailand by Joseph Thomson in 1884
He was the first to describe those bound-
less plains teeming with game and cattle,
the Great Rift Valley and the towering high-
lands beyond where white men are settling.
He won his way by inflnite tact and re-
source. He had fireworks, he was skilled
in sleight of hand, and, most wonderful of
all, he could take out his teeth and put them
back again! The most remarkable ma-
gicians the Masai ever saw had never done
this. They let him pasa because he was
a great wonder worker and a good fellow.

But it was the rifle of the white pioneers
that finally opened their country. Their
spears were no match for the weapon that
could kill a man a mile away. They had
met the first intruders whom they could not
conquer; and cloee behind the white man
came a cattle plague they had never heard
of before. Rinderpest wiped out nearly
all of their herds, their only food resource.
They had never tilled the eoll, and now
they perished by tens of thousands. It is
believed that about 100,000 of them are still
alive, but they are broken and humbled in
spirit, and are turning to agriculture, for
they will never again place their sole de-
pendence upon cattle.

They are born children of the steppe,
and there they will remain. Schillings
tells of a Masai who walked one day up to
a nest of bees, thrust his naked arm into
it and brought out plece after piece of
yellow honeycomb, which he distributed
among the white man's carriers.

“Why did the beea not sting you?®" the
astonished porters asked.

*Your work is to carry loads,” he an-
swered. “But my home i{s the steppe,
and it is mine to enjoy all I find in it. The
bees sting you, but they love me.”

Many men, including soms of the lead-
ing German travelers, have made & careful
study of the Masal in the past few years,
and few of the tribes of Africa have so
many friends to-day among the writers on
that oontinent as this interesting people,
who were so dreaded only a few years ago
that their country remained unknown
long after every other route to the great
central lakes had been erxplored. The
moet authoritative work on them is *Dia
Masal,” written by Mr. Merkes and pub-
lished in Germany last year. After losing
nearly all that was of value to them as
property, they have finally relinquished,
apparently without much regret, the greater
part of the land where they were once su-
preme. But in spite of the shortcomings
which they have in common with other
barbarous peoples, they have the good
opinion and friendship of those who know
them best. y

“If I were nzt myself,” wrote an official
in German East Africa, early this year,
*I should like to be a Masai of the olden
time before their afflictions of recent years.*

It is hoped that the Masal may prosper
under the new conditions and justify. the
expectation that they will attain a con-
siderable degree of development in the
new rdle of farmers attached to the soil
they till.

The Spread of a Ramer,

From the St, Albans Dally Messenger.

Yesterday the story was in eirculation all through
this part of Vermont and even In eastern New York
that a great skyscraper In New York city had
oollapsed and three hundred people had loat thetlr
lives in the ruins, The Messenger was told over
and over agaln about this report on the sireets
in this city and was even telegraphed about it from
Rouse's Point, but last night this paper told its
readers the real facts In the case, which concerned
& very serious accident, to be sure, but not the
collapee of a akysoraper In New York city, bus a
part of a dry goods store in Albany, with a death
list probably not exceeding thirty.

'l'boullouo oa the HIl.

From “The Chidren of the Night,” reviewed

Outiook by President 'm:‘om Ll
They are all gone away,

The House i shut and sti,
There is nothing more to say.

Through broken walls and
The winds blow bluﬂnd‘:l.a:ul:
They are all gone away.

Ngx{oll !her: oge to-duyd o
[ them good or il
There mothm‘ nfon to say.

Why is 1t then we atray
Around that sunken sill?
They are all gone away,

And our poor fancy-play
For them s wasted skill:
There 1s nothing more 0 say.

There is ruln and decay

’l‘hl:v \I.xle’° H:um ol: the HII
gone awi

There.is nothing mng'uy.

EDWARD ARLINGTON ROBDMSGN,

A

e,

MR. GOLDWIN SMITH A onapy,
TIAN. ‘

His Rightful Place in a Church
Really Expresses Christianity,

To TR® EDITOR OF THE BUN—~Sir: Why
not Mr. Goldwin Smith a churchman? ),
answer (s easy. Because he does not gy,
church, Or, if he does, because he sslecy
a church where theology Is preached Insteeq
of Christlanity.

Not belleving in the Mosalc story of creatiog
and the blood atonement, Mr, Goldwin Smjy
thinks he does mot belong among churey
people. But he does. He Is Just as much 4
Christian as many of the miniaters who apy
worrying about his “attitude toward Chylg.
tianity,” and, whether he knows it or not, by
belongs In a pew every Bunday.

L have no acquaintance with Mr, Goldwiy
Smith beyond that conveyed through py
writings—generally and justly held to be
pretty sound basis for estimating n many
position, I repeat, therefore, that Mr. OGojq.
win Smith is, in the widest sense of ths word
(not the fdllest), a Christian and ought to by
a ohurchman. Most churches, having safely
outlived the period of medievalism through
whioh they all had necessarily to pass, would
admit him, . Some would not. So much thy
worse for them, He Is a Christian because:

(1) He accepta the Bermon on the Mount;
the crux of Christ’s law (not Paul's theology
nor Dean Farrar’s apologetics, but the law
of kindness, patience, Jjustice, mercy and
solf-sacrifice—therefore Christianity)

(2) He keeps the Ten Comman iments
(that is, as well as most of us do who pay
pew rent).

And that Is all there s to it. No chureh
has any right to go further. That much’
grapted, the cross of baptism and the hand
of fellowship should follow, if demanded,
And In most cases they would. We advise
Mr. Smith to try the experiment. Let him
take to any broadminded minister his
conduct of life, his belief in the moral law,
his reverence for his reason, his respect for
right doing and thinking as stimulated by
the words of the Founder of Christianity,
and plainly state his case. Let him reliearrs
the articles of his unbelief and sce if they
will keep him out. Let him eay: "I do not
belleve in any once-for-all inapired revela-
tion; I do not believe In the fall of man myth;
[ do not believe the world was created out
of nothing in six days: I donotbelieve in the
{nfallibility of a church or a book: [ do not
believe in the survival from paganism known
as the blood-was-shed-for-me doctrine; 1 do
not believe in the miracles.”

This much stated, let him present the are
ticles of his faith. “I believe, with Herbert
Spencer, in an ‘eternal energy from whom
all things praceed’: I believe in human re.
sponaibility: [ believe reverently in the dis-
coveries of sclence and that through them
and through the human heart we may reach
God: I believe in a divine plan known as
natural law; [ believe in the brotherhood of
man: I believe in the church chiefly becauss
she has outlasted the men whohave preached
and the people who have practised; [ believe
in the pursult of truth, jhstice, love and
mercy, and I believe In Jesus Christ as the
greatest exponent of those virtues that the

world has ever knowi.”

Let Mr. Goldwin Smith take these state-
ments, if they represent in a general way his
belief, to Dr. Huntington, Dr. Greer, Dr,
Jefferson, or a dozen other ministers in New
York, and see if they would say no to his
application for church jnembership. ‘Ihere
was no such bar to the same set of projosi-
tions as presented by the writer to a clergy-
man in the West. The answer wa3d 11a‘s
that Christianity consists in bpin? and doing
rather than in believing; that the church
asks the spirit of reverence to Ged and
of seryice to man, rather than a strict intere

retation of dogma, as a basis for fellowship,

t asks a belief in Jesus Christ rather than
a belief in what many writers (mostof them
ardent disputants) have said about Him.
ét was explained further that what the church

oes most justly require i8 the ordered life
and the receptive spirit. (That it very often
gets neither in its members had no bearing
on that occasion, nor has it in this.)

The truth (s that the churches have
advarced much further in reasonablene s
than those who stand outside are awarc.
Theology—or, ‘Is you please, plain CLris-
tianity—has made the same strides forwarl
that other things have. Medicine has been
completely reorganized in a lifetime: 80 hn}
astronomy, mechanics, sociology. Whereai

century ugo dor less the church was the
30 matist, the doctrinaire, the bigot, now it
is the scientist, the philosopher, who thinks
se knows what the churchman thinks and

or not know at all.

n 1850 the churchman scarcely knew what
evolution meant; now he not only knows
but applies it to' Christianity, whera indeed
it belongs as much as to biology. Now it is
the doctor, the engineer, the lawyer who
read only one side of the question and keep
the views the{ #ot from Huxley thirty years
aio, when religion and science were indeed
at war as they never will be again. Inger-
soll would have nothing but a straw man
to-Jmat %boue in the air (f he lectured
to-day. The spirit of investigation, of ¢om-
garllon. of analyeis, is just as much In our

est theological schools as it is in our best
colleges. Rellgion {8 no more ladled out of
a receptacle that holds once for all “the faith

elivered to the saints,” to souls who have
nothing to do but take what is given them.

Revelation comes all ways at once nowa-
days to the reverent lover of God and man.
Religion {s education, It is progreseion: it i3
an fintuitive and ever developing habit of
seeing the best in others and Imitating it
ourselves; finally it is asaimilation, little
by little, as we learn like children to listen
a obey, of the character, personality
and ideals of Jesus of Nazareth.

Bellef? Oh, that comes years after; some-
times just as the eyes are about to close on
this world. But are we to be kept out of
fellowship—for that? Let Mr.Goldwin Smith
or any who lallhmlndod try. .

There wil a lot of answers—mentai, if
not printed—to this statement. Some of
them to the effect that there are hundreds
of churches and hundreds of ministers who
would never admit any %:n on sich grounds
as [ have submitted. ere will be others
who quote from sermons to show that the
blood atonemnnt and the fall of man ara

reanhed from hundreds of pulpits all over
he United St tes. And both the contestants
will be ri*ht. These sermons and these
pravchers 4o not, however represent the
church in its |dv3m~ed thinking, and as such
do not count far discerning minds, any more
than the achools count that teach that the
earth (= flat, and prove it too. According
to the Qutlook there are such in soms of the
Southern Statea,

There are broad churchmen in every sect,
and they need the help of the thinking men
and women o ay. eaven knows, the
forces of evil in the world are well enough
organized to need concentrated opposition
from those who beliave in goodness. As long

as a

the churches offer a system of theolo
§§R‘F o8 offe ystam @0 il

ront they won't make much he
at they need Is more thinkers and workers
and fewer axhorters,
is why Mr. Goldwin Bmith ought to
be a churohman. What a pity that he misses
8o _much! Does he smile and say “Yes?
Fellowship with superstition and narrow-
ness npoofl and cowardice In clergy?® No,
my dear sir ot hecause the former are
not to be found in the church, but because
th them. The fellowshin
u 1d find would be that of the finest
minds of the century—strong, truth loving,
truth telling (though the heavens fall:
supremely honest in both thought and en-
deavor; wise, candid ?nuvtlca. reverent,
far seeing and devoted (for the sake of Him
who commanded) “Unto the least of these.”
Such men _the church holds, and it {s her
salvation. The church needs nntdno much
a set of people who hold accepted doctrines
an ?" pew rent as men who love God
with thelr minda; who ask ev?rytl'unl. TOVA
everything, challenge everything, but alwave
vl? t will to believe,” and who In the
midst of this “naughty world® will hold up
the hands of the men who are sworn to help
nd protect it, This 1s why Mr. Goldwin
mith ought to be in the church.
DaxToN, O., Aug. 8. CHURCEMAN.

Ralsing Mor> Wheat Up State.
From the Binghn=mion Peee

There has been quite an increasc of late years
in the wheat acreage of Broome county. The high
prices that the king of gralns has brought have
served to make Eastern farmers strive agaln 10
grow thelr own wheat, On many farma near th's
city small patches of wheat are belng ralsed this
year, and many farmers are thinking of trying
the experiment another season.

The time is now at hand when this country will
cease 0 sxpori wheai. Our populaiion isinoreasing
in numbers and in consuming power. Our work-
men are able to buy white bread, where the laboress
of Furope have to be content with black bread.
Every bushel of wheat thia country can grow will
s00n be consumed at home and we shall be ebilzed
to aak Canada 10 help us out on all grades. We are
now compelled to ask her to sell us high grade
wheat,

There |s & lesson in all this for the Pastern farmer
1f he will learn it. The old wheat ficlds of Hro)é
Tioga, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware and Ch¢
mung oounties are now under grass for the most
part. They have had a long rest from wheat pri*
duction. With judiclous treatment they cvuld be
made %0 produce as much as before. and the profts
would be greater than those derived from tuc ¢ropd (

SIVEA OB mANY 04 time wheas farms.
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